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Kindergarteners Learn the Gift of Giving 
by Christine Martz, Kindergarten Teacher 

 

Christine Martz, kindergarten teacher, says 
άōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ 
and His giving ways is my primary purpose in 
teaching in a Catholic schoolέ.   I have been an 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WǳŘŜΩǎ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ 
my path led me to a little girl named Emma 
Hope.  Her disease has left her in a wheelchair 
unable to walk. I knew that by my meeting 
Emma my message of really helping others 
would be made clear to my students.  
 
I believe that caring for others are gifts from the 
heart that make Jesus smile.  As I spoke about 
Emma to my class the idea of giving became 
real and alive to them.  I am proud to say that in 
the short time, from September to December 
нллфΣ Ƴȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ϸрлл ŦƻǊ 9ƳƳŀΩǎ ŎŀǳǎŜΦ  

 
The amount of my little contributors exemplifies that 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ too young or ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
this turbulent world it is something to remember now 
and always. 

Kindergarten Teacher, Christine Martz and her class of contributors 

Our Children Help The Haitian Earthquake Victims 

After watching and hearing on the news about 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti, the 
children, teachers and staff of St. Jerome School 
agreed that they would  do all to help the 
people of Haiti.  For one week, January 19 ς 22, 
2010, all brought in whatever funds they could;   

total of $2,080 was raised.  Two worthy charities were 
selected - The Redemptorist Haiti Relief Fund and 
Doctors Without Borders (each will receive $1,040).  We 
congratulate our school community for living what Jesus 
taught his disciples  ς άLǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ 
receive.έ Acts 20:35 NKJV. 

 

hǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Season of Giving 

   
Gifts from the South Bronx to Africa 

For the third year, St. Jerome School was 
awarded a Literacy Grant from The Endowment 
for Inner-City Education. Working with Judy 
Brodsky,  our Literacy Consultant from the 
Cooke Center for Learning and Development, 
and Emily Mochizuki Lutyens, Country Director 
at Educate!, students in grades 5 ς 8 created 
books from their writings  and donated them to 

children in the Coburwas orphanage in Uganda.  It is 
common in parties of Africa for a child to never own a 
book of their own or even use one in class.  These 
children received truthful, colorful stories about the 
lives of our children at St. Jerome. In addition to giving 
our students encouragement as they improve their 
writing skills, this project reinforced that they can make 
a difference in the lives of other children.  
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Rocco Martz, Principal 

Annual Fund Appeal - 2009 ς 2010 
 

Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Jerome: 
 
Supporting the Annual Fund provides 
much needed unrestricted funds to our 
operating budget. A successful 
campaign provides a means for 
distinguished educational programs and 
qualified teachers as well as 
maintenance of our facility. This 

revenue is also a factor in our efforts to keep tuition as 
affordable as possible. A donation to our annual fund is an 
affirmation of an education that values not only high 
academic standards but also spiritual development, moral 
choices, respect, responsibility and community as well. 
 

Your generous response to our past appeals has made it 
possible for many to receive the gift of a St. Jerome 
education.  If you can find it in your heart to give that gift 
again, the many blessings that will return to you by the 
prayers of our children will be insurmountable.   
 

Of course our doors are always open for visitors ς after all, 
ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƛǎ άŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜέΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛǎ 
energetic students from PK to Grade 8 and a dedicated staff, 
all rise together for morning prayers and then get down to 
serious schoolwork.  This is in itself an affirmation of Catholic 
education.   
 

As always, any member of our administration, Advisory 
Board or Parent/Guardian Board would be willing to discuss 
any details regarding the above or anything else about the 
enduring educational legacy of St. Jerome.  May God be with 
you. 

 
Rocco A.  Martz 
Principal 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Sharing Your Good News 
By Florence McNally Gallardo (1950) 

 
It is a long way from St. Jerome School and the Bronx in the 
late nineteen forties, but the memories linger.  Msgr. Patrick 
WΦ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ aƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅ wǳǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΦ  {ǘΦ WŜǊƻƳŜΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
standards.  
 

From the school we could see the Third Avenue El and hear 
the trains rattling by.  A fire station was across from the 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мотǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
closed and, in 8th grade some of us ate our subsidized 
school lunches in the converted facility. 
 

CƻǊ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƻǊŜ ŘŀǊƪ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƧǳƳǇŜǊǎΣ 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ LǊƛǎƘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƴ ōƭƻǳǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
green plastic bow tie. 
 

The street was our school yard.  The girls jumped rope 
during lunch hour, and after school the band would practice 
marching under the direction of Mother St. Eleanor.  She 
also taught a violin class and ran the movie projector where 
the students sometimes watched old films on Friday 
afternoons. Admission was a dime.  Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm comes to mind as a popular feature. 
 

{ǘΦ WŜǊƻƳŜΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƴ ŀŦŦƭǳŜƴǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ  hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ ǘǿƻ 
classes shared new geography textbooks. The Ursuline nuns 
were perhaps the unsung heroines of the teaching 
profession. 
 

When not covering the catechism, my 7 and 8 grade 
teachers taught religion verbally.  No texts, no handouts, 
nothing. In 8h grade Mother Mary Austin taught us about 
the Mass, reciting the different prayers of the liturgy orally 
or writing them on the board.  We also learned about the 
letters of St. Paul and the Acts of the Apostles.  Did these 
dedicated sisters ever resent the lack of adequate teaching 
materials?  If so, they never let us know it. 
 

¢ƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ōƻȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ рǘƘ to 8th grade was 
taught by the De La Salle order with Brother Columban as 
principal.  Their 8th grade teacher, Brother Edward took the 
ōƻȅǎ ƻƴ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ tƻƻƭ ƛƴ .ǊƻƻƪƭȅƴΦ  !ƴ 
opportunity most would not otherwise have enjoyed. 
 
hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ мотǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
and a few houses away from the El.  The Third Avenue El is 
long gone, but thanks to this newsletter I know that St. 
Jerome Church and School are still serving and enriching the 
neighborhood. 
 

 

Tell Us About It!  Do you have a fond memory of St. Jerome School or 
Church? 138 Street? Willis Avenue? Or the South Bronx in general? Tell 
us about it! Have you recently married, retired, had a child or became a 
grandparent?  Tell us about that too!  All you need to do is write your 
story and email it to cdavis @stjeromebronx.org or snail mail it to St. 
Jerome School, 222 Alexander Avenue, Bronx, NY  10454-388 (a picture 
of you would be great) ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩll tell others about it.  
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Name:  ____________________________Class:  _________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ___________________________________  
 
Tel: _____________________Email: ___________________ 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $ ____________  

 
Make your contribution payable to St. Jerome School 

 
All gifts of $100 or more are tax deductable. 

mailto:cdavis@stjeromebronx.org


 

 

 
Cathedral of St. Patrick Young Adults Volunteers 

 

 
Principal Rocco Martz, Andrew Acevedo, Christine Martz (Kindergarten 
Teacher), Fausto Contreras, Aaron Garden, Gregory Adams (Gr. 6 Teacher), 
Raven Ramos, Alyssa Martinez, Andrea Butler, Omar Suarez and Rosalyn Santo 
(PK Teacher) 

 
Our school nurse Valerie Stembridge, RN and 

 Grade 3 student Deandra Castro. 

 
News in Our SchoolΧ 
 

11th Annual Talent Show 
{ǘΦ WŜǊƻƳŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ мм

th
 Annual Talent Show was held on Friday, 

January 8, 2010 with a tribute to Michael Jackson.  Our talented 
and creative students in 
grades 5 -8 in groups and 
individuals, filled our 
cafeteria with song and 
dance from a variety of 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ Ƙƛǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
as LΩƭƭ .Ŝ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ !./Σ ŀƴŘ 
You Are Not Alone.   
 
To the surprise of our 300+ 
guests, our faculty and staff 
opened the show with a 
dance routine from Michael 
WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ Thriller.   
  
 

Choreographed by Carolyn 

Cherry (our 
Physical 
Education 
Teacher and 
Drama Club 
Director), 
teachers and 
staff 
diligently 
rehearsed 
their dance 
routine, 
gathering as 
early as 7:30 
a.m. before 
classes 
started and 

during the Christmas break, to put on the best show possible.  To 
see our teachers and staff in action log on to UTube (St. Jerome 
Faculty) ƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ  www.stjerome bronx.org. 

 
HINI Vaccination 

As influenza returned to New York City and State this fall, the 
health and well-being of our students, was our primary concern. 
Our school administration worked intensively with the local 
Departments of Health (DOH) and District Supervising Nurses to 

promulgate 
strategies for 
prevention and 
infection 
control in our 
school. The 
ultimate goal 
was to keep our 
students 
healthy. To 
date 79 
students have 
been 
vaccinated in 
our school. 
 

 

 

 
Young Alums Committee 

Several Advisory Board members expressed an interest in 
forming a Young Alums Committee which would provide a means 
for our young alums to remain connected or reconnect with our 
school community.  Meeting with the principal, Rocco Martz and 
Development/Technology Director, Cynthia Davis on January 17, 
2010, Debbie Torres-Ellenborgen

91
, Marilyn Loubriel-Hardy

88
, 

LaGail Camacho-Mabry
88

 and Advisory Board Member, Delma 
Luciano

87
, discussed ways to outreach to our young alums and 

the initial planning of a reunion at the school in the Spring.  (For 
more information about the YA Reunion, log onto Face Book/St. 
Jerome Catholic School)  

A Day with Santa 
Spearheaded by Father Jorge Randle (Associate Pastor at The 
Church of St. Jerome) and Rocco Martz (Principal), students in 
Grades PK ς 4 participated in The Cathedral of St. Patrick Young 
Adults (CSPYA) Dear Santa Project.   Over the years, the CSPYA 
has focused on children in the NYC area and victims of Hurricane 
YŀǘǊƛƴŀ ƛƴ IŀǊŀƘŀƴΣ [!Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά5ŜŀǊ 
{ŀƴǘŀέ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ Volunteers from CSPYA answered their requests 
and on December 17, 2009 Santa visited our school to distribute 
gifts while CSPYA volunteers stepped in to act as his assistants.   

Celebrating the World Series 
In celebration of the New York Yankees 27th World Series 
Championship, Mr. Martz allowed all students to wear any article 
of clothing with the Yankee emblem. 

 

 
First place winners were our Grade 7 dance 

duo, Randy Sanchez and William Sparks. 

 
Ms. Mangual (Grade 2 Teacher), Ms. Lopez (Grade 1 
Teacher), Ms. Colon (PK Teacher Assistant), Ms. Santo (PK 
Teacher), Ms. Barada (Grade 7 Teacher) and Ms. Martz 
(Kindergarten Teacher) 
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WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN 

Name:                                                           Class of: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone (Day) 

Telephone (Wireless) 

Email Address 

Recognition Wall Engraving 

  

Line 1: 

Line 2: 

 

Area of Giving: 

Æ Annual Fund Appeal 

Æ Scholarship Fund 

Æ Matching Gift 

Æ Corporate Foundation  

Contribution Level: 

Æ $25,000+ (Leader: Name a Classroom) 

Æ $15,000+ (Benefactor: Name a Program)  

Æ $10,000+ (Founder: Recognition Wall 1st Tier) 

Æ $5,000+ (Sponsor: Recognition Wall 2nd Tier) 

Æ $1,000+ (Champion: Recognition Wall 3rd Tier) 

Æ $500+ (Guardian: Recognition Wall 4th Tier) 

Æ $100+ (Friend: Recognition Book)  

Æ Other: $ ________ 

Æ I pledge $ ________.  The balance of $_______ will be paid in 
equal amounts of $________ for a one year period 

Mail your contribution to:  St. Jerome School; 222 Alexander Avenue; Bronx, NY 10454-3800.    
All gifts of $100 or more are tax deductable. 

. 
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In Memoriam 
άCƻǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŀƳ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ȅŜǘ L ŀƳ 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΧέ Colossians 2:5 (NKJV) 

 

Mr. Louis W. Furgiuele 
Brother John Martin, FSC 

Brother Bernard McKenna, FSC 
Brother Andrew O'Gara, FSC 
Brother Gregory Quinn, FSC 

Brother Peter Reidy, FSC 
Brother Jerome Sullivan, FSC 

 

ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
222 Alexander Avenue 
Bronx, NY  10454-3800 

LOG ONTO www.steromebronx.org TO FIND OUT WHO WERE THE 31 WINNERS OF {¢Φ W9wha9Ω{ нллф /IwL{¢a!{ Ih[L5!¸ RAFFLE! 

http://www.steromebronx.org/

